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5643980 gdsb 39 30gdmmmd. Mabos3zoMggmos, dgbadmms, d93(3009- 3emoGmbya
domab bymgdal dbasgbow, dgadmgds Imgsomgdnmao 56 dmbodmymo smdmghbog
30633990 535869390 dgbodmgdmmdgdol goMgasbo dMgyzosmgdom ©s s3sm
a0dm3909306m 3500 s 830 o3z5dMIMmm Agdo Fgmdobs s bbggdmsb Agdo bodwgo-
o YOHN0gMmmdalb godmgmgbs, dogmad sbgom dgdmbzgzedo Rgdlb dgmasl gam 3o-
93 oM 36530y dngbgogdo s Rgdmgol (3bawo aobmgds, Mm3 0do@ma g30gdmmo,
™3 396 dgzdgemo Rgdo 30bobrobabyymgdals dOMbggmymegs s gobbmE(30gmgds.
b qdma@mgds qdom a5dmabgzgslb ©edbgmmmdabs s YLbybyMmdalb gsbzwsl; 3960
3dm303m396 hgdb 0530 08530, Mabay 3939090, Mo@asb o 3046930 abs, Go3 bos 30-
gm. Agdo dgmdal bydbEebonl, Agdo LabEnmmdalb bodmmmm d¢bgdals ©s3z3Magz00m
dg Rgdogg oo30Ls s bbggdol bnbodg dmemoms@g sdmahRbogda. sbgmn o330l
B350M056 ymazbabiol, oy Mg o6 Fablbbob s o6 ©3566bgdL Rgdlb mogmasb, dm-
mm 3mgmgds s 353998 39M@gds sGs Ibmmme 03 dgbadmadmmdgdom, MHmImgdo(s
039m3 bondgome d0dshbos, sMedgm 33sbmebagy bLym MYBM™ Fg@ow ao0ysbEgds
3 53606985 hgdn 3gmds s Rgdo MMcmngMomds bbgzgdmab: gabab@gbsnsmy® oo
3M9ab0bB 96309 393306Mb aob(39tm393900bs s YaNbyMgdal Lobom Ladmenmm
03930L bogmmbg @egdmdcgds. 353603 96 30093 3 DrgaMmsb dJobgmadwyg hgdo
239" 0535635306 J0bogob mm0sbmMdaLs s M330L dgwb: gMmammgdol 1bomb dmzmg-
o, 0g0 99360336gemm 3mgmgbgdl dmba-3mMmBoma gobmgds s dobo bzgofn dgwab
306939 56mbodn@ gMmgmo ymybs ngbgds.

283D0LB9b(300m0bT0 5@5F0560L 56MbYM0 bLnggM 6@ bIabash, sdbgymm-
d0bgob, Lygymemo magobs s Lbggdobowdo momo@nbogsb s(330L5396 doobMmoxggal;
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300bBMogg30L 080Ls396, MM ONdMNMBML oL ol dgEo s Mdz30LYGEgds. Mmagzo-
Laygmgds dobo s@mbgdomon, dmmm s dgdaxedgdgmo Lsgzombomogsbos. magabygsma
500530560 abgmn ssdnsbos, HmIgmbss dgwo asshbas. dgwn bs nmsda abGmEammao
53m(3560bo@30, 569 b FMMaMo magals, badmasmgdabs s dbmggmom BgbMognbawdo
9Omamadss. megobrgmgds ghmanmgdol domgdol goebyzg@omgdss, baznmamo
0dm(30b0L sMRgzes s dobo GMBL(3gbgbE M oMmgdnmgdal Mygzo MB3g6ss,
ame(3030 369355, MmMIgmaz bommow gobgdgtgdlb o gobbxnlb yzgmoggmlb Jommasb
3obad3mogmgdmro.

6. 93b0bgbosmabIab abmMammmds

abEmGogmon 9aD0bEgb300m0dI0 sLdgmgmal oo dgGogkndogal Magl
306931036985 3mo@mboesb 63nbos 0¥mM3sdwy, 0g3oMEJESb s 303Mm©b 39b883-
9. 35363 gb nEgdMmo 5053056900 s yzgms Lbgs, gobsg Mo0dg Laboo magabo
Lo@yzs mdzs abEmE0sdn, 9aDabEgb300mnbAL doshbos 36s dombodoMmgdmmam ©s
3ol bob@gdgddn aoblbzgbgdym, sMedge (3M(3bom s demggedmbom dmmazabggdaw
300hbnos, 30obsy Layy3969930L 356domDy ©EBN567dL YEMogmmgsaqgdobs s YHma-
9603m360L gabs onbobglb s 30bss 33megs domydm, (3boo Joymamb ssdosb-
™o 3305099 s Labomsbemm 3ombggdl. ©mads@nbdabs ©s bigd@oEobdab-
396 30655Md magobygemo gabab@gbznomnddo 33meg dndsmmagl Bambyymal o3
dmdmgatos d0gc ©abdym 30mb3q0L o Mowgdoms s gumesbdnm asbbygal dom
3obbgdL. ob Lodyzs, MmMIgmoa(3 908056l 31dnb oEs© MYMoMmEs, gbadmms, 33mes
©5MRgds 03 bo@yszew, MmImomss ob bgam ogbmgmgdl, dogmMad sgyiomgdgmos dobo
bgmobms 3mgbs s d3ox0mm gobdmgabgds, Mems dgbadmgdgmoa oymb dabo gogmbg-
3. 9abobEgb(300L 3563568930l 38m(396s dFoEME 8GN0l 83933069040 abGm-
MomaMogonmo 33mg30bs o 39635M@G9d0b 53mM(3565L086. MMNgg Md3eYdSL, M-
%L, gPmgmgdsol s mbrmdgdsl dImombmgl.

2800L@9b300m0bT0 56 3M0L Lgmms s 3EMbgmaG0bdn @bms Jabmgob. ob
o6 (3 B30bos mJBMnbss, Jogmed Madmgbows(y o3 MG Mmnbal bogydgmaw gabab-
89630900 BoamBsb, 569 50530560L FEEbMBSL Imambmal, dgmdemons ssd0sbl
dgbbgbgdal 56 85339mal LadLabyEa gomBomb, Jogced o dgydmoas dobo gosbyzg-
Gomgds s dobo gomEgdnmgds gobbabrgmmb. ngo gbsb ggobobagl, Joged gm-
3ol o6 obgbgdl. 938 Dol dmmmb yzgmeb gdemggzs dgbodmagdemmds, dg0dgbmb
®030b0 bodwznmo dmbgds s yzgmed dgoabmb o asdmegmobmb msgzabo mago bm-
moEsGm Labmasomgdsdo.

0Gomnnmosb momadbs boemmdg 396gmdzoemds.
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bogmmes 5356056m (Nicola Abbagnano, 1901-1990) XX Lo 3160l 0@omoal 0b@)g-
m9d&momma 3mods@olb 3obdbsdmgMgm obgo mgembahnbm dmabmmzgbgms Moal
3069 3mm3b90s, Mmammgda(z 0y3696 568035 4LobEGN s Ny smabGo Bommbmgmbo,
9beg&n3mbo s 3Mndozmbo d9bgg@m 3Mmbyg, bgm3gagmnobgmn gmazsbo xgb@o-
g, 3o 4LobEO Fommbmgmbo s bmgomemmago sb@Gmbom aMsddo s 3bgMama, gb-
09803mbo s Bommmbmgmbo ©3dgMmGm g3m.

335605bmb 3g(3b0gFmmn s 3gmogmaodn dmmzsbgmds dofMomoo 393"
doMgdmemo oym GMobolb 1bogg@mbodg@&mab, Los Job Gommbmgoy® magd309db
LEMEIBEG™MBAL o3l sFsgFMma Imdsgama gsdmBgboema n@omogmo ImsbdMM3bg ob-
396s, 3500 dmMals — 13dgMmEG ™ g3m.

1952 Bmoasb ogm o@omono gommbmagon®o gu@mbsmoab ,Rivista di filosofia“l
®0b5Mgad@mcn. 1953 Bgmb dobo 0ombbmdoo Rsdmysmndos n@smoal gommbm-
gmbos s bbgs 0b@gmad@msmams Neoilluminismo italiano-b (sbsemo as63sbscmgd-
mdob) babgmoo (36mdomo 30d@absmgmds, Mmdmabmgabs s sdsbsbosmgdgmo agm
LEMOR3d 3063sbsNmgdmmdals babals GHs@a(300b gobobmgdabes3gb msbsdgomsggm-
b0l godm(z0mgdabs @ 33m(396930L gbodsdabo, 3M0d03mo s3mogdemgds
398980 D0gabs s 396g0g@™ 3MmAgbs s xm3z9b0 6@l n@gemabGnco go-
mmbmgoobsedo s 3ogdomob sdysmgds obgom 0dnbsMgmdgdmsb, Hmammgda(es
69m3mbo@n30b30, 3G0a3580dI0 s SbsmMnG 03N Bommbmegns.

Bogmmes 3356056mb sMabogmn gommbmgon®o dmmgsbgmds 336096 9d0b
3gomEmmmaom®o 3Gmdmgdgdabs s sdMM3bgdal bbgowsabbgs bszombl dmasasl,
(3 d0bobs 8ol godm33mg398d0 ,0bOHM36930L 0Ms(30mMbamaEn Bystmgda® (Le sor-
genti irrazionali del pensiero, 1923), ,bgmmgbgdol 3Gmdmagds” (Il problema dell’arte,
1925), ,0bsmo gabogs” (,La fisica nuova, 1934) ws ,35@5530%030L 3abz030” (Il prin-
cipio della metafisica, 1936).

5356056mb msg0bo gommbmagan@a bob@gds, 3mbag oMo gabab@gbz0emaddals
babgmbmegdom, Rsdmysmndgdmma odsb Boabgddo ,9ababEgb309m0d30b LGN ]-
Bms” (La struttura dell’esistenza, 1939), ,93 oL 96(305em0b3ab Bgbogsma® (INntroduz-
ione all'esistenzialismo, 1942) ©s ,3mbo@ oo gabobBgbosmobda” (L'esistenzialis-
mo positive, 1948), bommm ghomagzsmo dgxedgdal boboo dob 6ot 3393d0 93 bobdqb-
(3090D30b Lo ggmomo ob gomesbabgs® (Morte o trasfigurazione dell’esistenzialismo,
1955); 3omdn bBMmosE SbmgdnMom Mol gssbdMgdama gqgMdsbymo s BMmabamemo
9390L@Bg6300m0b30b doFomsn 3mbEMmsBgdo.

23b0bE 6300030l 3mbaG oMo boo@bobgmdals Rsdmysmndgdabsl, s856056m,
3500093960, 05L3gMbobs oy LaMBMabogsb gobbbgsggdom, ssdnsbol gabob@gb-
300b Bgas@onmo sb3gd@gdalb goobMgdabel s630maMgdl 08 ;mgbsl, HmI g393gcin-
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mmdom s@boglby badysmmdn, 58056 dgbadmadmmdams dgdbmnEmmdolb gom-
amg8dn 5mbgdmL s8bH b admagzabs s ymgmob ggddsmadn dgmdal, megobyye-
mgdabo s 3MLgdmdal LodMabol Im3mzggdal gbs.

5356056m 9aD0bEBgb(300m0BIL 3mDoG oMo gsb3sMBozL, Mmam(s G 3ogoemo-
Lo o bbgoabbgs bgasd oMo abGmmMoymo bodsz0gool admggals s¢y30mgdmm-
3ol MmamE (3 30MHm3zbnm, oby bmosmy® ©mbydy. 9abD0bEgb300mnddol s3g356M0
30096530l 30Bbom 5356056mML Mgl Foemmbmgoy@ bobdgdsda Bmobl 396968 -
M0 dgbsdmgdemmdol (36985 d98madsl. ngo 9b0dbsgl, Gm3d gommbmanol ab@GmEns-
do dgbadmgdmmdab (36900 MM 306 300DMGdol Smmmmdos: Mmammg 3mbad oMb,
sbggg bgas@om@L.

dobo ogdom, 3ob@n 3mboGoyma dgbadmadmmdol gommbmgmbos, Gm3gmacs
3005608l 30dm(30mgdal 3MagdsGmm MmMmbs ©s 30830560 LabEMmMdol GoM-
amgddn dmMaman 30Mmgbgdabs s M3bs3gamdmmdal dgbadmgdmmdal; bmmm 3o-
96393m60, 3oMojom, dodobs o gsobasdal gob3al, bygs@oydo dgbadmgdermmdals
Bombm@mbos. 8dgseb godmdnbamyg, 9abab@gb0smadddo m3@ndnddobs s dob-
do 3mbo@onmo bobyobob 333000930l 3oMHMIsw 5856056mb dgbadmadmmdals (369-
30b 03 M@0 badoMobdomm baaMbabgmdol dgmagbgds dashbos.

5356056mb 00656350, ,396@0b dmdmagmgdobs o j0m 398mE0lb dmdmgmgdel dm-
@0l ombydmdl oMo oG gMbsBngs, oMms stk g3sb0, smedgm dbmenmo wMmomogmodgz-
bgdomds (complementarieta). ssdnsbol s6bgdmdol dgbsdemgdenmds, Gorz 3o68bL
3mboGoamao sb3g7Goo o3l gobbodmam e, 3090398635 bgasGomma sb3 g &no
39b6bodmaMms. o9 oMb gdmdal goenmbmansl o6 bLamb, (3omdbmogo aymb s msgsw
3mbgdmds of onygsbmb dob Hmdgemndg 1meadgbdedwy, jobBo 3o 339membocms
@bs dgmemomb 3096 398mEb, beenm 3096 398m60 — 306@8L. dbmmme oby dgd-
mgdlb mogo ymRngmgdolb 3GMEmadnm bEmadmmado ymeangmgdol bmmdobs o
398dmm0b 3mzbob”. !

3oMmam0s, 33dmdL 030, 5©5dnsbobomngol sMss sbm magobo sMLgdmdalb gx9-
39O mdabs 8 3dLYMEYMMbaL g5b(300, FogMad dsbmabagg dob dgbbggl wbon,
o3060b3ofmEgl magobo gabob@gbzonlb bgas@on@m dbamggdl. 356056mb mabsb-
350, 500530560 LadYsMm oM dLYMEAL, sG8dgm dgbodmgdmmdsms bggMms, Mm-
3gmo(z obogbgs magabygsma s@Rgzebol dgbodmgdmmdgdoon.

3356056m Mm3@0dobB Mo dndsMommadom 356530 (3ML gob-3mem LoM@Mal dng
9b93d0 ,93D0LEG 963000 BI0 3Fob0DBBns” @odMm I gdMgdsl, HMB Mommgmma
500530560 m30b0 3MRgz9600 3obmbnlbdagdgmoas sGs Fbmmmm Ls3YdMo Md30L, sMs-
390 3mgmo 3o(3mdMomdal 606537. 53obmabogg 9356056m M3nMab3oMmgds Lo Mal
03 0oL, MM 5530560 MgommMdsLmsb goMoezamon dgxebgdabsl gobbommas dom-
3b0bmzoL s HMI Mommb sMbgdomse gMmo s 0g03gd sdnsba gobdsMGmagdoo
®36g0s, 0] gMHm3zbyym dMdmmal Jgmaymmdl. Lo mabogsb gobbbzsgzgdom, sdsbo-
obm yMomgdol 835b30mgdL ©@830560L MR g3560L dnMm 393d00dg DbgmdMog
3obbabdggdmmdsbmeb s n303L 08 0oL, HM3 Maz0byYBmgdals goggds BbgMdHog

sb3gd@Lo3 PYbos aymabbdmdogl.

1N Abbagnano, Esistenzialismo positivo. El Rambaldi, Torino, 1995, p. 14.
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5356056mb gommbmgon® bLab@gdsdo oo 360d3bgmmds gbnggds sgMgmag
3M93bobE96(300L (095655MbgdMBaL) (369850, HMImol Fobgmzam, 3oMmgbgdals dogM
bogmmamo ,360mgd@ab” Mgomadgdalb Lomzgmgbm abds oMol Lgms Lbgs ssdnsbos
2360mgJ&qd0bs 396", Moz 8oL gbdamgds, smndzol badysmm 5o sdLMMEaE, sGs Wob-
Mmda©, 30339 0bgo Mgommdow, Mm3gmoag 30bgeb Mobsdmbobamgmdsbs s mo-
boamdsl dmombmgl.

535605bmb mobsbdow, 93bobEb(300m0D3L oG ogmmo Fabsbosbobmmmds
Mbs 3dmbmgl, 306mM369dsL ybos dgbmagabmb Lbgswabbgs bgmba, dgmmeo s be-
®36500m 356bymds @306 dmzmgboms sMmedmamamdnbadn @obsdnmabdnmgd-
moE. 5530560 RsMormmmds Ladysmmadn bobmgomgdsbmseb Msbsdmbsbormgmdals
bogydggmdg 30Mmgbeymo mz0m©sd33000M9d0bs s LEMYmMoE asdmgmgbals badwe-
m9dsb 0dmggs. 8dg30M0@, MmamMy 50bndbszgb, 5d5605bmb gababBgbznomabdo
900396 bogndzgmb 9dgsmgds s dabo Laboom, LaBEGMob Jogf ©sd330MgdMmO
&gMdnba littérature engagee ®m3 gobdsmmm, Moz obgo mo@gMmsGm@al gumemal-
b3MAL, MM3gema(3 s@sdnsbms 3Mogds@yym 0b@gmgbgdl gdbobngds, A3q6 bnbsdyg ob-
asg0Mgdamo 9adob@gb30omobadns.

3oL d99mga, o3 9356056mM3 LGS Fmdomds 3mboG oMo 9aDab@gb(sns-
030l LobEgdadg, 356 mogabo gommbmagono 068 gMgbgdo Lbgosabbgzs dndsm-
onmgdom d0s3yem. bsdmmdgddo ,obomoa asbdsbommgdmmdabs3gb: xmb ove”
(Verso il nuovo illuminismo: John Dewey, 1948). ,dgbsdmgdmmmds s mogabmgmagds”
(Possibilita e liberta, 1956), ,bLmgommmaonl 3Gmdmgdgda” (Problemi di sociologia,
1959) s Lbg., 030 39bbs 3NN GEME YoM gdsl NMIMIL Kmb ool 3Mogdsdnd-
3Ly @ BgmM3mMDb0EN30D3L, MMImgdaz MmamE (3 FomJboD3nl, sbgzg Foommozyo
dbOM36980L sm@gMbo@ngo 305Rbns; 535Lmdbsgzy, ©ysm0dgdl 0d MzambabMALL,
3 > 30egdgmod XVII bammbals 456856smmgdmmdol @Monznal gobmsgabyye-
mgds ambgdol s3bmmyBnDda(300bs s 3MMamMgbobaodn go@agdemdgdyma MB3gbabs-
200 @5 0bGME0nb 35630056 5d0L LoMorymobs s aMszombarmMo sb3gd@godal goom-
350bBobgds.

8356056mb dogH dgmggboo LadGMIgMmo ,Gombmzoal obGmEns” (1945-
1950), Gm3geog dmazo3L 93 aManl 3obg0ms6gdol bomdmRgbols 56@039Mmdowsb
®obs@MmMemmdadeyg, XX Lamznbol gommbmgonma abEmMomamaognalb @dscmemal
3mba3mgMo nmgmgds.
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Salome Kenchoshvili

NICOLA ABBAGNANON - DETERMINER OF THE INTELLECTUAL
CLIMATE OF THE XX CENTURY ITALY

Nicola Abbagnano’s philosophical and pedagogical activity was mainly connected
with the University of Turin, where many future prominent Italian thinkers, including
Umberto Eco, listened to his philosophical lectures during their student years.

He opposed both the Marxist and socialist worldviews that dominated the polit-
ical and cultural landscape of XX century ltaly, as well as Catholicism. Although the
latter was also irreconcilable with Marxism, Abbagnano believed that both systems of
thought were varieties of dogmatism.

He belonged to the right wing of liberalism; he worked closely with La Stampa,
the organ of the Italian Liberal Party. At the same time, in the 1920s and 1930s, the
paradoxical consensus between Mussolini’s fascist regime and liberal intellectuals was
not unacceptable to him either. Usually, observers of Italian socio-political thought of
the 20th century explain this concession of liberals to democratic ideals by the fact that
they, including Nicola Abbagnano, considered a rigid fascist system as a condition for
preventing civil war and chaos in the country. Only in the early 1940s did Abbagnano
display anti-fascist sentiments.

Since 1952, he was the co-editor of the ltalian philosophical magazine Rivista
di filosofia. In 1953, under his leadership, a group of Italian philosophers and other
intellectuals formed a movement known as the New Enlightenment, which was char-
acterized by the desire to renew the tradition of Enlightenment in accordance with the
experience and tasks of the present, a critical attitude to metaphysics and the idealistic
philosophy of Benedetto Croce and Giovanni Gentile, establishing connections with
such currents as neo-positivism, pragmatism and analytical philosophy.

Nicola Abbagnano’s early philosophical interests cover methodological problems
of science and various issues of thought, which are reflected in his works “The Irratio-
nal Sources of Thought” (Le sorgenti irrazionali del pensiero, 1923), “The Problem of
Art” (Il problema dell’'arte, 1925), “The New Physics” (La fisica nuova, 1934) and “The
Principle of Metaphysics” (Il principio della metafisica, 1936).

Abbagnano formulated his philosophical system, called positive existentialism, in
the books The Structure of Existentialism (La struttura dell’esistenza, 1939), Introduc-
tion to Existentialism (/ntroduzione all’esistenzialismo, 1942) and Positive Existential-
ism (L’esistenzialismo positivo, 1948), as well as in the form of a single summary in his
essay The Death or Transformation of Existentialism (Morte o trasfigurazione dell’esis-
tenzialismo, 1955), in which the basic postulates of German and French existentialism
are understood in a completely new way.

Developing a positive variety of existentialism, Abbagnano, unlike Heidegger, Jas-
pers or Sartre, touching on the negative aspects of human existence, puts forward the
thesis that in a world filled with ephemerality, within the limitations of human capabili-
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ties, there is a way to overcome the absurdity of existence and obtain the true inner “I”,
freedom and the meaning of existence.

Abbagnano interprets existentialism positively, as the necessity of overcoming
pain and various negative historical situations, both on a personal and social level.
In order to understand existentialism in this way, Abagnano introduces the concept of
transcendental possibility into his philosophical system. He notes that in the history of
philosophy, the concept of possibility has found two understandings: both positive and
negative.

In his words, Kant is a philosopher of positive possibility, recognizing the pragmatic
role of experience and the possibility of moral personality and community within the
limits of human limitedness; while Kierkegaard, on the contrary, is a philosopher of fear
and alarm, of negative possibility. Therefore, Abbagnano considers the combination of
two opposing varieties of the concept of possibility as a condition for the establishment
of optimism and a positive aspect in existentialism.

According to Abbagnano, “between the teachings of Kant and that of Kierkeg-
aard, there is no alternative or choice, but only complementarity. The constitutive
possibility of human existence, clarified by Kant in its positive aspect, has been clar-
ified by Kierkegaard in the negative aspect that is inextricably connected to it. A
philosophy of existence that does not want to be unilateral and does not want to
reduce existence itself to a fragment, must in some way incessantly bring Kant back
to Kierkegaard and Kierkegaard to Kant. Only in this way will it be able to trace in the
same problematic structure of existence the norm and the guide of existence itself”. 1

He says that although man is not alien to the feeling of the ephemerality and ab-
surdity of his existence, he is also capable of confronting the negative aspects of his
existence. According to Abbagnano, the human world is not a realm of absurdity, but
of the possibilities of free choice.

Abbagnano develops in an optimistic direction the position expressed by Jean-
Paul Sartre in his essay “Existentialism Is a Humanism”, that every person is respon-
sible for his choice not only to himself, but also to all mankind. At the same time,
Abbagnano collides with Sartre’s idea that a person is doomed to defeat in a direct
confrontation with reality and that in essence there is no difference whether a person
is drunk in solitude or leads a national struggle. Unlike Sartre, Abbagnano emphasizes
the close connection between human choice and moral responsibility and defends the
idea that the understanding of freedom should include the moral aspect.

In Abbagnano’s philosophical system, great importance is also attached to the
concept of coexistence, according to which the best way for a person to realize his own
“project” is to move towards the “projects” of other people, which helps him perceive
the world not as absurdity, not as meaninglessness, but as a reality that requires his
participation and support.

In the words of Abbagnano, existentialism should have a practical purpose, it
should offer the person various ways, methods and appropriate training to confront the

1N Abbagnano, Esistenzialismo positivo. El Rambaldi, Torino, 1995, p. 14.
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impermanence of human events. Human involvement in the world provides an oppor-
tunity for personal self-establishment and full disclosure on the basis of participation
in society. Thus Abbagnano’s existentialism is based on an ethical foundation and in
its form, to use the term ‘“littérature engagée” established by Sartre, which refers to a
literature that serves the pragmatic interests of people, we have before us an engaged
existentialism.

Having completed his work on the system of positive existentialism, Abbagnano
directed his philosophical interests in various directions. In his works “Towards a New
Enlightenment: John Dewey” (Verso il nuovo illuminismo: John Dewey, 1948), “Possi-
bility and Freedom” (Possibilita e liberta, 1956), “Problems of Sociology” (Problemi di
sociologia, 1959), etc., he pays special attention to the pragmatism and neo-positiv-
ism of John Dewey, which he considers an alternative to both Marxism and Catholic
thought; at the same time, he develops the point of view that it is necessary to free the
tradition of the XVIII century Enlightenment from the absolutization of reason and ex-
cessive faith in progress, and to take into account the complexity and irrational aspects
of the development of history.

Abbagnano’s three-volume “History of Philosophy” (1945-1950), which covers the
development of this field from antiquity to modern times, is considered one of the high-
est achievements of philosophical historiography of the XX century.
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